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CHAPTER XV..Continued.
"Well, look here." said Leroy. "can't

you give us some sort of explanation. 1
some yarn we could put about the place

; to account for this state of things "

"What state of things?" said Hughie,
doggedly. He was in an unpleasant temper.
"Well, Hughie," said Mrs. I.eroy, keeplilving hers, "here is Joan, known to have

* been left a lot of money for her immediateuse.she admits it herself.living
quite humbly and cheaply, and obviously
not well off. People are asking why.
There are two explanations given. One,
the more popular, is that you have embezzledor speculated the money all an ay.
The other, which prevails among the
elite."
"The people who are really in the know,

you know," explained Leroy.
'

i "Yes; they say." continued his wife.
,CCtS» "that Joan won't marry you, so you ha\e

retaliated by.by "

"By cutting off supplies," suggested
Hughie.
"Yes, until "

"Until she is starved into submission.
eh?"
"That's about the sire of it, old son,"

said Leroy.
There was a long pause. Finally, Hughie

said:
"Well, it's a pretty story; but. honestly,

I'm not in a position to contradict it at
present."
Mrs. Leroy desisted from plaiting the

S window cord, swung round, walked deliberatelyto the fireplace and laid a hand
° on Hughie's arm.

"Hughie," she said, in tones which her
husband subsequently affirmed would have
drawn ducks off a pond, "what have you
done? Tell us!"

etv Leroy followed his wife across the room.
.
^

. "Get it off your chest, old man," he said,
ingly with the air of a father confessor.
L Olir Hughie smiled gratefully. He took Mrs.

. Tjeroy's two hands into one of his own
and and laid the other on Jack Leroy's
w:ii shoulder.

"Jack and Milly," he said, earnestly,
5 the "my two pals!.I would rather tell you

than anybody else; but.I simply can't!
It's not my secret! You'll probably find

itlful out all about it some day. At present 1
1 must ask you to accept my assurance
that I'm not so black as I'm painted."

nrf,_ "Hughie," said Mrs. Leroy. "you are
1 c simply stupid! We have not come to you

Otteu out of idle curiosity "

1 "I know that." said Hughie, heartily.
' 411111 "And I think you might give us some

new, sort of an inkling.a sort of favorable
bulletin.that I could pass on to Joey, at
any rate "

"Joey!" said Hughie, involuntarily;
"Lord forbid!"

. Mrs. Leroy, startled by the vehemence
lgure 0f his tone, paused; and her husband
plain added, dejectedly;
f« "All right, old man! Let's drop it!
ltn a Sorry you couldn't see your way to conlodelin us- Wouldn't have gone any

further. Rather sick about the whole
business.eh? Xo wonder! Money is the
devil, anyway."
Somehow Leroy's words hit Hughie

r , harder than anything that had been said
laSll- yet. He wavered. After all
ds of "We've bought the hat, and I'm perfecflyravenous," .announced Joan, appearingixtCCt in the doorway. "And we've brought Mr.

D'Arcy. Hughie, are those plover's eggs?
Ooli!"
This was no atmosphere for the breathing'of confidential secrets. The party reiantl-Sl,med its usual demeanor of off-hanu

British Insouciance, and began to gatherand round the luncheon table. Only Mr.
anfl D'Arcy's right eyebrow asked a questionu of Mrs. Lieroy, which was answered by

a slight but regretful shrug of the shoulders.
Hughie's apartment was 1,-shaped, and

the feast was spread in the smaller arm.
out of the way of draughts and doorways.
Consequently, any one entering the room

Kj* would fall to see the luncheon table unlesshe turned to his left and walked
round a corner.
Hughic was helping the plover's eggs.it

is to be feared that Miss Gaymer received
a Benjamin's portion of the same.when
Mr. Goble suddenly appeared at his elbow

fasll- ard whispered in his ear:
"Him again.'"e rc" Muttering an apology, Hughie left the

'ton. table and walked round the corner to the
5 r* other arm of the room. I^mce Gaymer
Y Ct- had just entered. His face was flushed
em- and llis e-ves glittered, and Hugliie's half.. uttered invitation to torn to come in and

Lelen have some lunch died away upon his lips,
and "Hallo. lAnce!" lie said, lamely.

Mr. Gaymer replied, in the deliberate
and portentously solemn tones of .a man

ich<*<t wll° ls tliree parts drunk:
"I understand you have got a party on

tOWll here."
"Yes," said Ilughie, endeavoring to edge

his visitor through the doorway.IlOSe "What I want to say," continued Air.
. Gaymer, in rising tones, "is that I accusein at yon of embezzling my sister's property,

and I'm going to make things damned hot
for you. Yes.you! Go and tell that to
your luncheon party round the corner!"
lie concluded with a snort. "And.glug.
glug-glug!"
By this time lie had been judiciously

hacked into the passage, almost out of
earsht^* of those in the room. Simnl

qAf » t Irvl ilo'l* lot«r& 1. ., r, .1
IUII^VUC i »»ti . VJWUI*. o mi uaiiu vivflni

upon liis mouth from behind, and having
r r

tluis acclllired a good purchase, turned its
1 IiO- owner deftly round and conducted him

* downstairs.
-"v~ Deathlike silence reigned at the luncheontable. Hughie wondered how much

% they had heard. Not that it mattered
1 Sale greatly, for Master trance's accusations,
price, niaking allowances for alcoholic direct.. j ness, partook very largely of the nature' jOOu of those already leveled at Hughie by
Hose ino:e! conventional deputations.

' Before returning to his seat. Hugiiie>tt011 crossed to the window and looked down
into the street.

_ Mr. Ijance.Gaymer was being assisted
5Co lnto a waiting hansom by the kindly

hands of Mr. Guy Halihurton.
Hughie, having seen all lie expected to

see. returned with faltering steps to Ills
duties as a host,

no nf lt was a moment, calling for
. the exercise of much tact. Even Mildred

t\vcs, Eeroy hesitated. Joan had flushed red,!;
whether with shame, or anger, or symr.c'-"pathy, it was liard to say. Mr. D'Arcylllow- regarded her curiously.
But heavy-footed husbands sometimes

rush* in, with success, where the most
^ wary and diplomatic wives fear to tread.
v'VJ Jack Leroy cleared his throat,
c, "Now, Hughie, my sou," he observed.
«p..vju -w*hen you've quite done interviewin* all
Sl.IO your pals on the doormat, perhaps you'll jv " ^ive your guests a chance. With so
Si.io j many old friends collected round your {

table like tnis, we want to drink your
jj5l.OO health, young-fellow-my-lad! Fill up
^ your glass, Miss Harbord! No heel taps,Sl.OO Milly!"

" There was an irrelevant bonhomie about
DOC this whole speech which struck exactly

the right note. Mrs. l.eroy glanced gratefullyat her husband and lifted her glass.
The others did the same. But it was
Joan who spoke first.

» "Hughie!" she cried, with glowing eyes.
tiugtue. crieu everj one. uoou <

health:" i
In the times of our prosperity our <

friends are always critical, frequently un- J
just, generally a nuisance, and sometimes i
utterly detestable. But there is no blink- 1

past ing the fact that they are a very present j
cer- help in trouble. j

, Hughie suddenly felt himself unable to {all CI speak. He bowed his head dumbly and
ioml made a furious onslaught upon a plover's

king
are: CHAPTER XVI.

In Which Charity Suffereth Long,
and Joan Misses Her Cue.

llughie spent the next few months chieflyIn wondering.
lie wondered what Mr. Italiburton's ]

game might be. What was lie doing be- J
hind Hance Gaymer? That the latter
might consider himself justified in poking T

his r.ose into his only sister's affairs was
understandable enough.but why drag in 1
Haliburton? Was that picturesque ruffiana genuine friend of Hance's, enlisted f
in a brotherly endeavor to readjust Jimmy c
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£ «0c BAY RUM 39c
ft 55c WITCH HAZEL 14c

ft 35c THERMOMETERS 17c
g 50c WIRE HAIR BRUSHES 51c
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S 25c LTTHIA TABLETS 11c
tl ONE-PINT PEROXIDE HYDROPSGEN 21c
5 35C TOOTH BRUSHES 24c
5 25C TOOTH POWDER.13c, 2 for 25c
B 25C TOOTH PASTE... 13c, 2 for 25c
»
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nany other things, notably:
(a) Joan.
(bl More Joan, coupled with dim specu

ations as to how It was all going to end
(e) More Joan still, together with i

rrowing desire to go off again to the end
if the earth and lose himself.
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$1.50 FOUNTAIN

SYRINGES $1.00
$l.5n HOT-WATER
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fl'.yO COMBINATION SYRINGESAND HOT-WATER

1 BOTTLES $1.60
$2.5U MAROON FOUNTAIN

I SYRINGE $1.«»
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' BOTTLES. 2 qt $1.40
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60c NAIL BUFFERS 39c
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:1 But for the present life followed an uneeventful course. Since Lance's display oi
g fireworks at Hughle'a luticiieon party
n i Hugtile's friends had studiously avoided
o the mention of the word money in tliei;
d late hosts presence; and Master I.anet
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s excellent his intentions or pure his moftives, he had made an unmitigated ass ol
s himself, a\oided llughie's society entirely.
9 Of Joan Hughie saw little until the beginningof October, a lien he arrived at
d Manors to slioot pheasants.

He was greeted, almost with tears of affection,by John Alexander Goble. who
- had been retained by Jack t.eroy as butI.ler when Hughie relinquished hie servaices; and found the house pecked with
s young men and maidens, the billiard room

strewn with many-hued garments, and
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' at 15th and F.
i Drugs. Drug Sundries, Rubber tj
-to-date Drug Store.hence these :

FOR THE BABY, f:
»ppu> z for He ::
TKETI11XG RINGS A X1» PAOI- ;*

i*i eks Tc 22
S OX. NI KSINC BOTTLES, 22
ItOi XL) OH FL.AT for 10c J2

«'A.TX EP :« fur »« H
SIV.AR OF MILK ...17c ll>. g
CASTORIA. GKN11XK 25c 22

2-GR. yClXI'XK PILLS 17. ZZ
i BORIC ACID 17c ::

j I in norted Turkish TowelsH
$1.75 TOWELS Nr ;;
$1.05 TURKISH TOWELS 7H< j:
$1.50 TURKISH T< »\VELSt»Sc ZZ

I

|Our IJranch Post Office ::
ha> been transferred to our 25

I new store. zl
s

I
1 22
50c DYSPEPSIA TABLETS :k«c H
JI ST TAKK OX K A ITtli 22

MEALS. 22
25c CORN CLRK 15c 22

f .lust paint it on and y docs tlic rest. JJi $1.5n HAIR BRUSH; SOLID BACK, ~

PURE BRISTLE. GOOD AND 22
STIFF 70<- 22

50c ALMOND CKKAM 2»e gCUCUMBER ( REAM 29, 22
5t»c BEEF, IRON AND W 1XE... ,29c JJi .Mie LARGE BOTTLE DOBBLLS 22
SOLITIO X AND ANY 25c 22
NASAL DOUCHE, ALL FOR .,19c 22

I JJ
J : \Vampole'k cod liver tz

on »c
7.-.c ba i >gkk suavino
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BBL\shks ,'PJe ::
is*- shavino sticks uk- ::
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the atmosphere charged with the electrio
itv of some great enterprise in the makjiiig.
"Theatricals!" explained Mrs. Leroy, re!signedlv. as she handed him his tea.

"Tableaux, rather. At least, it is a sort
of variety entertainment." she concluded.

'
- desperately, "in the parish hall. In aid <»f
'some charity or other, but that doesn't
matter."
"Joey's latest. I suppose?"
"l'es; the child is wild about It. What,

sweet one?" (This to the infant Hilde1*ard in an attitude of supplication at
Iter side.) "Cake? certainly not! You
are going out to tea at the rectory in half
an hour. Do you remember what hap.
pened the last time you had two teas?"

(To be coniiauod tonjorrow-i


